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THE SERVICE OF DR. DUANE
MEYER

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President,
today I would like to congratulate a
Missourian who has dedicated his life
to helping students pursue the knowl-
edge and gifts of higher education. He
is retiring after 40 years of service to
Southwest Missouri State University,
located in my hometown of Springfield,
MO. Duane G. Meyer has spent his en-
tire postgraduate teaching career at
Southwest Missouri State University,
serving as a teacher for 18 years and an
administrator for 22 years, including
service from 1971-83 as the sixth presi-
dent of Southwest Missouri State.

Dr. Meyer was born on June 29, 1926,
in Carroll, IA, and earned a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Dubuque
in Dubuque, IA. He went on to earn a
master’s degree and a Ph.D. from the
University of Iowa. In 1955, Dr. Meyer
arrived in Springfield to begin his ca-
reer as an assistant professor and later
professor of history. In 1961, he was ap-
pointed dean of faculties, a post he held
until 1971. During that time, Dr. Meyer
served as acting president of the uni-
versity twice, in 1964 and 1970.

In 1971, Duane Meyer was selected to
be the sixth president of the school.
During his 12 years as president,
Southwest Missouri State University
experienced unprecedented growth and
success. The school was renamed
Southwest Missouri State University
in 1972 through an enactment of the
Missouri General Assembly. Enroll-
ment increased to all time highs every
year of his tenure except one, and
SMSU became the second largest 4-
year public institution in the State of
Missouri. Other notable landmarks of
Dr. Meyer’s tenure include the creation
and implementation of an academic
master plan, the creation of a business
school, and the building of a new stu-
dent event center. The SMSU athletic
program began competition in NCAA
Division One competition during his
presidency.

After his retirement as president of
the university, Dr. Meyer continued to
serve Southwest Missouri State as a
professor of history and president
emeritus. He served the State of Mis-
souri as a member of the Missouri
Council on Public Higher Education
Board. My colleague in the Senate,
then-governor Kit Bond, appointed Dr.
Meyer to serve on the Missouri Com-
mission on Higher Education. Dr.
Meyer has also written two textbooks
that are still used in classrooms today,
including ‘“The Heritage of Missouri: A
History.”

Throughout his 42-year career, Dr.
Duane G. Meyer served the students
and faculty of Southwest Missouri
State University and the surrounding
communities with dedication and
pride. As a former teaching colleague
of Dr. Meyer at SMSU, I am grateful to
him for his selfless labors and salute
his work and the role he played in the
education of thousands of students
from Missouri and across America.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

THE SPRATLY ISLANDS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, while
the dispute surrounding the Spratly Is-
lands in the South China Sea has seem-
ingly disappeared from our domestic
press, I would like my colleagues to
know that—unfortunately—it has not
been resolved. On the contrary, the fre-
quency and tenor of the hostile rhet-
oric and minor tiffs between the con-
cerned parties have increased since I
last spoke about the issue on the floor
on March 30 of this year. This is re-
flected in the Asian media, and I would
like to share here a small representa-
tive sampling of those reports from
just the last 2 weeks with my col-
leagues to keep them abreast of the
most recent developments. I ask unani-
mous consent. That several editorials
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

MILITARY TO “FIRMLY’’ DEFEND TERRITORIAL
WATERS

HANOI VNA, May 7.—Defending firmly the
territorial waters and islands in the East Sea
[South China Sea] is an important part in
Vietnam’s strategic task of safeguarding its
national independence, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, said an article in the Quan
Doi Nhan Dan (People’s Army) daily on Fri-
day [6 May].

The article, run in anticipation of the 40th
foundation day of the Vietnam People’s
Navy (May 7), praised the Navy’s feats of
arms in the two resistance wars against for-
eign invaders. Over the past 40 years, the Vi-
etnamese Navy made a big contribution to
the struggle for national independence and
freedom, particularly in the fight against the
enemy’s air raids and harbour blockade in
the north. The Navy was assigned to set up
a ‘Ho Chi Minh Trail on the sea’ to transport
military supplies to liberation fighters in
the south and actively engaged in the spring
1975 general offensive which liberated the en-
tire South Vietnam including Truong Sa
(Spratly) Islands.

Vietnam has a coastal line of 3,260 km. It
has one million sq. Km of sea under its juris-
diction including two archipelagoes Hoang
Sa, Parag Sa (Spratly) and a great number of
other islands. Endowed with rich oil and
other natural resources, Vietnam is expected
to tap 7.7 million tonnes of crude oil this
year and about 20-25 million tonnes by the
year 2000.

Regarding the East Sea issue, during his
talks in Seoul last month with South Korean
president, party General Secretary Do Muoi
said Truong Sa and Hoang Sa belong to Viet-
nam, and it wants to resolve the disputes
through peaceful negotiations on the basis of
equality, mutual respect and in line with the
1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.
He expressed his wish that joint efforts
should be made to build Asia-the Pacific into
a region of peace, stability, cooperation and
prosperity.

For his part, President Le Duc Anh in a re-
cent message to the inhabitants and soldiers
on Truong Sa on the occasion of the 20th lib-
eration day of the archipelago stressed that
it is the country’s sacred territory.

TRIP IS ‘“‘SERIOUS INFRINGEMENT”’
BEIJING, May 16, (XINHUA)—Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Shen Guofang issued a
statement here today.
Shen Guofang said: Plotted and organized
by the Philippine military, a formation of
two Philippine warships and one pleasure-
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boat carrying Filipino and foreign reporters
sailed to Meiji Reef of our country’s Nansha
Islands [Spratly Islands] on 13 May to engage
in so-called ‘‘news-gathering’ activities.
Prior to that, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
and the Chinese Embassy in the Philippines
had made stern representations on several
occasions to the Philippine side, in which
they demanded the latter to call off this pro-
vocative act. The Philippine side, however,
disregarded the Chinese Government’s stern
warning and was bent on having its own way.
This was a serious infringement of China’s
sovereignty. The Chinese Government has
lodged a strong protest with the Philippine
Government over this matter.

He said: We advise the Philippine side not
to misinterpret the Chinese side’s restraint.
The Philippine side had better return to the
correct course of settling the relevant dis-
pute through peaceful talks. If the Phil-
ippine side continues to act willfully and
recklessly, it should be responsible for all
consequences arising therefrom.

““RECKLESS MOVES’’ DISCOURAGED

BEIJING, May 16 (XINHUA)—China repeated
today its protest against the Philippines for
an organized trip by the Philippine side to
Nansha Islands [Spratly Islands] last week,
asking it ‘“‘not to misunderstand China’s re-
straint.”

On May 13, at the instigation of the Phil-
ippine military forces, two Philippine war-
ships and another ship carrying Philippine
and foreign reporters went to China’s Meiji
Reef in the Nansha Islands for a so-called
“interview’’, according to a statement of
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen
Guofang issued here today.

Before that, Shen said, the Chinese For-
eign Ministry and Chinese Embassy to the
Philippines had made many solemn represen-
tations to the Philippine side, asking that
country to cancel the provocative action.

However, the Philippine side, regardless of
China’s serious warning, still acted willfully,
the spokesman said, adding that the action
seriously encroached on China’s * * *,

PHILIPPINES’, PRC SHIPS FACE ‘‘STANDOFF”’
IN SPRATLYS ‘‘STANDOFF”’ LASTS 70 MINUTES

(‘““News Focus’ by Virgilio C. Galvez)

OFF MISCHIEF REEF, SPRATLY ISLANDS, May
16 KYODO—Two Chinese ships faced off with
two Philippine naval vessels Saturday [13
May] while journalists were being ferried by
helicopters over a Chinese-held reef in the
disputed Spratly islands in the South China
Sea.

The 70-minute standoff ended several min-
utes after the last of seven chopper sorties
landed on the deck of the BRP Benguet, a
landing ship which was carrying the first
ever group of foreign and Filipino reporters
to Mischief Reef, 250 kilometers west of
Palawan Island in the western Philippines.

“You saw for yourself what they did . . .
They crossed our bow. We were just doing
our thing,” Maj. Gen. Carlos Tanega, com-
mander of Military Forces in western Phil-
ippines, told reporters.

“We were just launching and recovering
helicopters ... and here they are, some-
times blocking our way,” Tanega pointed
out.

On Monday, Beijing formally protested
Manila’s decision to allow foreign journalists
to visit the disputed island Chain.

Apart from the Philippines and China,
Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei also
claim all or portions of the Spratlys, which
are believed to be rich in oil and other min-
eral deposits.

The media group, composed mostly of
members of the Foreign Correspondents As-
sociation of the Philippines, left Manila on
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